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Research Into the Rhythms in Chaozhou Folk Songs
Take “Full-length Old Version Su Liuniang” for Example

LIN Zhao—hong
(Chaozhou Teachers’ College, Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou, Guangdong, 521000)

Abstract: Chaozhou folk song, sung in Chaoshan dialect, is a very popular rap typical of Chaoshan fea-
ture now ranks as a state—level intangible cultural heritage. The syntactical structures are usually seven—word,
but sometimes in a variety of styles. The changes of syntactical structure cause the changes of rhythm, which
are closely related to the plots of the stories and the moods of the people. Four seven—word verses form a stan-
za, in which 90% of the first, second and fourth sentences are in a thyming style, sometimes all the verses are
in a thyming stlye, which is known as “paiyun”, and sometimes the verses are in alliteration. The seven—word
verses are mainly in level tonal rhymes, whose level tone feet alternate with Yin and Yang. All the patterns can
be written in Ze tonal rhymes. All the final sounds can be in rhyme, as well as most of the non—entering—tone,
which is almost the same as the thyming characteristics in Chaozhou ballads, which are characteristic of “tong-
ya”, the repetition of final sounds and rhymes but in colloquial and folk pronunciations. Chaozhou folk song is
mainly in Qichihu rhythms, which is the result of its female culture as well as fine characteristics of Chaoshan
area.
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