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A Unique Folk Narrative Text from a Century Ago

—The Story and Narrative Features of the Chaozhou Songbook Complete Song of Magistrate Liu of Chaozhou

ZHENG Qun—hut
(College of Literature and Journalism, Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou, Guangdong, 521041)

Abstract: Chaozhou songbooks are a special form of local folk art and folk literature in China,
with feminine culture as its greatest feature. The story of the Complete Song of Magistrate Liu of Cha-
ozhou is based on the reference and adaptation of a vernacular novel of the Ming Dynasty, which em-
bodies a local rumor in Chaozhou. It is better than the original novel in terms of characterization
and plot arrangement. There are two main narrative features: one is the high prominence of narrative
voice; the other is the polyphonic narrative. This songbook has the cognitive significance of sociology
and folklore and the reference significance of literature.

Key words: Chaozhou songbooks; Complete Song of Magistrate Liu of Chaozhou; Xiangcaigen’s
Rape of A Noblewoman in Disguise; narrative voice; polyphonic narration
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