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A Study on the Adaptation of Chaozhou Songbook
to the Storyteller’s Script from the Perspective

of Mass Communication
Taking Jiang Xingge’s Pearl Shirt Reecountered as an Example

ZHENG Hong—min
(College of Liberal Arts, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing, 401331)

Abstract: The Chaozhou songbook Jiang Xingge’s Pearl Shirt Reecountered is adapted from the
literary narrative of the storyteller’s script of the same name via adding and deleting plots, innovating
details and changing words, as well as incorporating Chaoshan folk customs to reflect the characteris-
tics of rap literature. Compared with the storyteller’s script, the dissemination of the Chaozhou song-
book has significantly changed: the mode of dissemination changed from reading to oral dissemination;
the disseminators changed from booksellers and literati to rap artists; the recipients changed from the
general public to specific groups of women. Based on the changes in the dissemination elements of
the songbook and the script, issues as to why and how the story of Jiang Xingge were adapted as
well as the effects of the adaptation can be examined, in order to recognize the differences between
written works and rap literature in terms of stylistic expression and aesthetic appeal.

Key words: Chaozhou songbook; storyteller’s script; adapation; dissemination
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