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Study on the Variation and Diffusion of "San Yan Er Pai" in

Chaozhou Songbooks

ABSTRACT

As a representative work of vernacular short stories, "San Yan Er Pai" has been
widely disseminated and adapted since its inception. The variation and dissemination of
"San Yan Er Pai" in the Chaozhou songbook is a typical example of the interaction
between the genres of rap literature and vernacular novels. The thesis compares "San
Yan Er Pai" with the Chaozhou songbook based on it, analyzes the differences between
the Chaozhou songbook and the "San Yan Er Pai," and the reasons for these subtle
changes, and explores the regular artistic experience of rap literature adapted from
ancient novels, in order to get a glimpse of the regular artistic experience of rap
literature. It also explores the regularity of artistic experience in rap literature adapted
from ancient novels, examines the characteristics of rap literature creation and artistic
style preferences, and researches the necessary aspects of the dissemination of "San Yan
Er Pai" in rap literature.

The body of the thesis consists of three chapters and ten sections, including the
following:

The first chapter is about the variation of "San Yan Er Pai" in the Chaozhou
songbooks. It is the foundation of the whole thesis to study the basic situation of the
Chaozhou songbook and its relationship with "San Yan Er Pai” from a macroscopic
point of view. It summarizes the origins, prevalence, and existing conditions of the
Chaozhou songbook; introduces the themes of the Chaozhou songbook, which are
derived from novels, operas, folk legends, other sung literature, and other sources of
themes; the Chaozhou songbook and the "San Yan Er Pai" have a total of ten works
with the same theme, which have a long history, a clear and stable structure, and focus
on the subject of love and marriage and on the case of the Qing government officials.

The second chapter is comparison of the Teochew Songbook and the "San Yan Er
Pai" Narrative Paradigm.It mainly compares the similarities and differences between the

two in terms of narrative paradigm. In terms of narrative structure, the Chaozhou
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Songbook adapts the original by setting up "play eyes", adapting the stylistic structure,
and cutting and connecting; in terms of narrative content, it increases ambushes, sets up
suspense, strengthens comic conflicts, deletes pornographic content, and dodges a large
number of moralizing comments; in terms of characterization, it enriches the emotions
of the characters, attaches importance to fame and retribution, and emphasizes the unity
of invitation and etiquette. In terms of characterization, the characters are enriched with
emotions, fame and retribution are emphasized, and the unity of invitation and ritual is
emphasized. In terms of language, the poems and rhymes are reduced, and at the same
time, colloquialisms such as popular classics, familiar proverbs, dialects, and hiatus are
mixed in, so as to emphasize the oral communication characteristics of the literature of
raps and its function as an entertainment and pastime.

The third chapter is a study of communication from "San Yan Er Pai" to the
Chaozhou songbook. These variations of the "San Yan Er Pai" in the Chaozhou
Songbook were made in response to changes in time and place, and were actively
adapted to the needs of the people and the market in the Chaoshan area at that time. It
reflects the cultural traditions of the late Qing and early Ming in the Chaoshan area,
which emphasize loyalty, filial piety, righteousness, and belief in ghosts and gods.
Unlike novels, which have a single mode of transmission, the transmission process of
the Chaozhou songbook includes two modes of transmission: the written transmission
from the creator to the singer, and the oral transmission from the singer to the listener,
which correspond to the paper text and the oral text, respectively. The transformation
from the paper text to the oral text includes the transmission of the rapping techniques
such as the means of on-site lang-singing, spatial scenarios, and listener interactions,
which reflects the differences in the artistic appreciation and aesthetic interests of the
creators and recipients of the different genres.

Keywords: San Yan Er Pai, Chaozhou Songbook, Transmission and Variation
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