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A Study on the Vernacular Characters and Words in Chaozhou

Song Books

Abstract

As a form of opera literature from the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Chaozhou
Songbook is rich in resources of colloquial characters and dialect materials. As a local
literature, it uses a large number of dialectal colloquial words and a certain number of
colloquial character forms in the writing process. Some of these character forms have
local dialectal characteristics but are not included in dictionaries and lexicons. The
collation of such character forms can not only reveal the characteristics of character
form usage in the Chaozhou Songbook, but also supplement the collection of
character forms in dictionaries and lexicons. At the same time, nowadays, the
protection and research of dialects are increasingly valued. The Chaozhou Songbook
contains a large number of dialectal colloquial words. Some are still in use in the
Chaoshan region, but their origins are unknown. Some dialectal colloquial words have
been influenced by Mandarin and are no longer used in dialect regions. The collation
and research of such dialectal colloquial words can also supplement dialectal
dictionaries and play a role in protecting and inheriting dialects.

However, in the academic research of the same type, there has been no detailed
organization and study of the content of the seventy volumes of Chaozhou Songbook.
The research mainly focuses on specific volumes or the classification and
organization of the characters within them, failing to fully demonstrate the systematic
value of the character and word research of Chaozhou Songbook. In view of this, this
thesis will combine multiple perspectives and conduct argumentative analysis from
the aspects of vulgar character shapes, dialectal vulgar characters, and dialectal vulgar
words to present the research value of the characters and words in it.

The full text is divided into the following parts:

The "Introduction" part mainly explains the reason for the topic selection, and
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concludes that Chaozhou Songbook has preserved a large number of dialect words and
colloquial words, which is a precious corpus for studying the regional variation of
Chinese characters and the ecology of folk dialects. Moreover, the research process of
the text is presented through the relevant research status, research contents and
methods.

The first chapter systematically introduces the contents of Chaozhou Songbook,
presents the corpus scope of the study, and analyzes the corpus of Chaozhou
Songbook, and summarizes the corpus research value of Chaozhou Songbook.

The second chapter analyzes the corpus of Chaozhou Songbook from the
perspective of vulgarity, and analyzes the dialect vulgarity from the perspective of
morphology and interpretation of wvulgarity. From the perspective of sound and
meaning, the dialect vulgarity is divided into training characters, self-made characters
and recording characters, and presents the characteristics of dialect vulgarity in
Chaoshan Songbook.

The third chapter analyzes from the perspective of vocabulary, defines the
colloquial words, selects the colloquial words in Chaozhou Songbook for analysis,
and presents the characteristics of the colloquial words in Chaoshan region.

The fourth chapter discusses the characteristics of the local words and
expressions in the Chaozhou Songbook: the phenomenon of one word having multiple
characters and the phenomenon of one character having multiple pronunciations and
meanings. In response to these two types of phenomena and the common features in
the process of studying local words and expressions, it explores the corresponding
research methods, tracing back to the origin by combining pronunciation and meaning
and referring to local dictionaries and encyclopedias. Based on the integration of local
words and expressions in the Chaozhou Songbook, it summarizes their supplementary
role to the local dialect dictionaries of the Chaoshan region, presenting the value of

the research on local words and expressions in the Chaozhou Songbook.
KEY WORDS:Chaozhou Song Book;colloquial characters;colloquial words and

phrases
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